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How much does a stone patio cost in Vancouver?

A natural stone patio in Metro Vancouver typically costs $25-$60 per square foot installed, meaning a
standard 400 square foot patio runs $10,000-$24,000 complete. This is significantly more expensive than

concrete pavers ($15-$30 per sq ft) due to the premium materials and labour-intensive installation process.

Material costs vary dramatically by stone type. BC flagstone and locally quarried basalt are popular mid-range
options at $8-$15 per square foot for materials alone. Premium options like imported granite, bluestone, or
limestone can reach $20-$35 per square foot just for the stone. The labour component is where natural stone
becomes expensive — cultting, fitting, and laying irregular stone pieces requires skilled stonemasons and takes 2-3

times longer than installing uniform concrete pavers.

Installation method significantly affects pricing. Dry-laid flagstone on a compacted gravel base (the most
common residential method) runs $25-$45 per square foot installed. Wet-laid stone mortared to a concrete slab
base costs $40-$60+ per square foot but provides the most stable, permanent installation. The wet-laid method is

recommended for high-traffic areas, pool decks, or anywhere a perfectly level surface is critical.

Metro Vancouver's marine climate creates specific requirements for stone patios. With over 1,200mm of
annual rainfall, proper drainage is absolutely critical. Stone patios need minimum 2% slope away from buildings,
adequate gravel base depth (6-8 inches), and connection to drainage systems at low points. The persistent
moisture also means moss and algae growth on stone surfaces is inevitable — especially on north-facing patios or
areas shaded by trees. Choose textured stone over smooth finishes for better slip resistance during Vancouver's
wet season from October through March.

Popular stone options for Metro Vancouver include:

BC Flagstone: $8-$12 per sq ft material, locally quarried, complements regional landscape

Basalt: $10-$16 per sq ft material, extremely durable, dark grey colour

Sandstone: $12-$18 per sq ft material, warm earth tones, good slip resistance

Granite: $15-$25 per sq ft material, premium durability and appearance

Slate: $10-$20 per sq ft material, naturally slip-resistant when textured

Additional costs to budget for include excavation and base preparation ($3-$6 per sq ft), disposal of
existing materials if applicable ($2-$4 per sq ft), and edge restraints or borders ($8-$15 per linear foot).
Difficult access — common in older Vancouver neighbourhoods with narrow side yards — can add $1,000-$3,000

for manual material transport.
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Stone patio maintenance in Metro Vancouver requires annual moss treatment, periodic re-pointing of joints
if mortared, and sealing every 3-5 years for porous stones. The investment pays off with unmatched natural

beauty and 25+ year lifespan when properly installed.

Hire a professional for any stone patio over 100 square feet. The specialized tools, cutting expertise, and
drainage knowledge required make this a poor DIY project. Vancouver Interlock can match you with experienced

natural stone contractors from the Vancouver Construction Network for free estimates on your project.

What's the price difference between concrete pavers and natural stone for a
patio?

Concrete pavers cost $15-$30 per square foot installed, while natural stone runs $25-$60 per square foot
installed in Metro Vancouver. For a typical 400 square foot patio, you're looking at $6,000-$12,000 for concrete

pavers versus $10,000-$24,000 for natural stone — potentially double the cost.

The price difference comes from both material costs and installation complexity. Concrete pavers are
manufactured to uniform dimensions, making them faster to install with predictable labour costs. They're
produced locally by companies like Expocrete, Barkman, and Mutual Materials, keeping transportation costs
reasonable. Standard concrete pavers cost $3-$8 per square foot for materials alone, with popular Holland pavers

and tumbled styles at the lower end and large-format slabs or specialty textures at the higher end.

Natural stone materials cost significantly more — $8-$25 per square foot just for the stone — because each
piece is unique and requires quarrying, cutting, and sorting. BC has excellent local stone sources including basalt
and granite that complement our regional landscape, but even local stone costs more than manufactured pavers.
Imported flagstone, slate, and limestone add transportation costs. The bigger cost driver is installation labour.
Natural stone requires skilled stonemasons who can cut irregular pieces with diamond-blade wet saws and fit them

together like a puzzle. This cutting and fitting process takes 2-3 times longer than laying uniform concrete pavers.

Metro Vancouver's wet climate affects both materials differently. Concrete pavers perform excellently in our
1,200mm+ annual rainfall because they're engineered for consistent drainage and can be individually replaced if
damaged. Natural stone is equally durable but requires more careful attention to surface texture — smooth stones
become slippery when wet with moss or algae, which is a constant concern from October through March. Both
materials need proper base preparation and drainage design, but natural stone installations often require more

complex cutting around irregular edges and slopes.
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The visual payoff justifies the cost difference for many homeowners. Natural stone offers unique character
that concrete pavers can't replicate — no two flagstone patios look identical. BC basalt and granite create stunning
outdoor spaces that feel integrated with our mountain and forest landscape. Concrete pavers have improved
dramatically in recent years with realistic stone textures and natural colour blends, but they still have a more

uniform, manufactured appearance.

Consider your long-term plans and budget. A well-installed concrete paver patio will last 25+ years and costs
half as much upfront, making it excellent value for most homeowners. Natural stone costs more initially but can last
50+ years and adds more to property value. For a 400 square foot patio, the $4,000-$12,000 price difference could

fund other landscape improvements like retaining walls, outdoor lighting, or professional landscape design.

Both materials require similar maintenance in Metro Vancouver — periodic joint sand replenishment, moss
treatment, and pressure washing. Natural stone may need occasional re-pointing of mortar joints if wet-laid, while

concrete pavers can have individual units replaced more easily if damaged.

Need help finding a hardscape contractor to provide accurate estimates for both options? Vancouver Interlock can
match you with experienced professionals who work with both concrete pavers and natural stone throughout Metro

Vancouver.

How much should | budget for a 200 square foot patio in Burnaby?

For a 200 square foot patio in Burnaby, budget $3,000-$6,000 for concrete pavers or $5,000-$12,000 for
natural stone, including all materials and professional installation.

The wide price range depends on your material choice, site conditions, and complexity. Concrete pavers typically
run $15-$30 per square foot installed in Metro Vancouver, while natural stone like flagstone runs $25-$60 per
square foot. Your total includes excavation, proper base preparation (6-8 inches of compacted gravel), geotextile

fabric, bedding sand, the pavers themselves, polymeric sand, edge restraints, and labour.

Burnaby's clay-heavy soils and Metro Vancouver's wet climate significantly impact your project cost and
requirements. Much of Burnaby sits on clay subsoil that doesn't drain well and can shift when saturated. This

means your contractor needs to excavate deeper, install geotextile fabric to prevent clay migration into the base,
and ensure excellent drainage with proper slope away from your house. The marine climate's 1,200mm+ annual
rainfall makes drainage the number one engineering concern — water that can't escape from beneath your patio

will saturate the clay subgrade and cause settling within 1-2 years.
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Site access and slope work can add significantly to your budget. Many Burnaby properties have challenging
access through narrow side yards or require building on sloped terrain, especially in areas like Capitol Hill, Burnaby
Heights, or the slopes near Burnaby Mountain. Difficult access that requires hand-carrying materials can add $500-
$1,500 to a 200 square foot project. If your patio requires retaining walls or significant grading to create a level
surface, expect to add $2,000-$8,000 depending on wall height and complexity.

Material choices within concrete pavers vary widely in cost. Basic Holland-style pavers in standard colours run
$15-$20 per square foot installed, while premium tumbled pavers, large-format slabs, or intricate patterns can reach
$25-$30 per square foot. Natural stone offers unmatched beauty but requires skilled labour for cutting and fitting

irregular pieces, driving up installation costs significantly.

Don't forget about drainage connections and permits. If your patio requires connecting to Burnaby's storm drain
system or involves grading changes that affect drainage patterns, you may need engineering permits that add
$500-$2,000 to the project. Large patios that create significant new runoff sometimes require municipal approval,

especially if they direct water toward neighbouring properties.

Hire a professional for proper base preparation and drainage design. While 200 square feet might seem

manageable for DIY, Burnaby's clay soils and Metro Vancouver's rainfall make proper excavation depth, base
compaction, and drainage critical for long-term success. A poorly built patio will settle, pond water, and require
expensive repairs within 2-3 years. Professional installation includes laser-level grading, proper compaction in

controlled lifts, and polymeric sand application that resists Metro Vancouver's persistent moisture and moss growth.

Need help finding an interlock installer? Vancouver Interlock can match you with experienced Burnaby contractors

who understand local soil conditions and drainage requirements for a free estimate on your project.
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Is it worth paying extra for a natural stone patio over stamped concrete?

Natural stone patios are generally worth the extra investment over stamped concrete in Metro Vancouver,
offering superior longevity, authentic aesthetics, and better performance in our wet climate. While stamped
concrete costs $8-15 per square foot installed compared to $25-60 for natural stone, the long-term value

proposition strongly favours stone for most homeowners.
Durability and Climate Performance

Natural stone excels in Metro Vancouver's marine climate where we receive over 1,200mm of annual rainfall and
maintain 60-80% humidity year-round. Flagstone, slate, granite, and basalt are naturally non-slip even when wet,
making them safer for our 6-month rainy season from October through March. Stone surfaces also resist moss and
algae growth better than textured stamped concrete, which tends to trap moisture and organic matter in its surface
patterns.

Stamped concrete, while initially attractive, faces significant challenges in our climate. The textured surface that
mimics stone or brick creates countless small crevices where moisture collects, moss grows, and freeze-thaw
damage begins. Even though Metro Vancouver experiences only 5-15 freeze-thaw cycles annually, the persistent
moisture in stamped concrete's texture accelerates surface deterioration. Hairline cracks that develop over time

become highly visible on stamped surfaces and are difficult to repair invisibly.
Maintenance and Longevity

A properly installed natural stone patio can last 50+ years with minimal maintenance beyond occasional cleaning
and re-pointing of joints every 10-15 years. Individual stones can be lifted and releveled if settling occurs, or
replaced if damaged, without affecting the surrounding installation. This modular nature is particularly valuable in

Metro Vancouver where clay-heavy soils in Surrey, Richmond, and Delta can cause differential settling.

Stamped concrete requires sealing every 2-3 years in our wet climate to maintain its appearance and prevent
moisture penetration. Once the surface begins to deteriorate—typically after 10-15 years—the entire slab usually
needs replacement since repairs are rarely invisible on patterned surfaces. The integral colour and stamped pattern
cannot be perfectly matched during repairs.

Aesthetic Value and Property Impact

Natural stone offers authentic, one-of-a-kind character that stamped concrete cannot replicate. BC's local basalt
and granite complement our regional landscape beautifully and create genuine curb appeal that resonates with
Metro Vancouver buyers. Each stone is unique in colour variation, texture, and veining, creating visual interest that

remains appealing for decades.
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Stamped concrete, despite improvements in pattern and colour technology, still reads as "concrete trying to look
like stone" to most observers. The repetitive patterns and uniform colouring lack the natural variation that makes

stone compelling. This becomes more apparent as the surface ages and the stamped pattern shows wear patterns.
Cost Analysis

For a typical 400 square foot patio, expect $3,200-6,000 for stamped concrete versus $10,000-24,000 for natural
stone. However, factor in stamped concrete's sealing costs ($800-1,200 every 2-3 years) and likely replacement
after 15-20 years, while stone typically lasts 50+ years with minimal maintenance. The long-term cost per year

strongly favours stone, especially when considering the superior property value enhancement.
When Stamped Concrete Makes Sense

Stamped concrete can be appropriate for very large areas where natural stone costs become prohibitive, or for
homeowners planning to sell within 5-10 years who want an attractive surface without the stone investment. It's

also suitable for covered patios where moisture exposure is reduced.
Professional Installation is Critical

Both materials require professional installation in Metro Vancouver's challenging conditions. Natural stone needs
experienced installers who understand proper base preparation, drainage design, and stone cutting techniques.
Stamped concrete requires precise timing, proper reinforcement, and expert finishing—mistakes are permanent

and highly visible.

For most Metro Vancouver homeowners planning a patio as a long-term outdoor living investment, natural stone's
superior performance in our wet climate, authentic beauty, and exceptional longevity justify the higher upfront cost.

The investment pays dividends in reduced maintenance, enhanced property value, and decades of enjoyment.

What's the most affordable patio paver option in Metro Vancouver?

Standard concrete pavers are the most affordable patio option in Metro Vancouver, typically running $15-22

per square foot installed, with basic rectangular Holland pavers being the most economical choice.

For a typical 400 square foot patio, you're looking at $6,000-8,800 installed with standard concrete pavers,
compared to $10,000-24,000 for natural stone or $8,000-12,000 for premium textured pavers. The key to keeping
costs down is choosing simple rectangular shapes in standard colours (grey, charcoal, or earth tones) rather than

complex patterns, tumbled finishes, or specialty colours that require special ordering.
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Holland pavers (basic rectangular concrete pavers) offer the best value because they're mass-produced locally,
require minimal cutting and fitting labour, and install quickly in simple running bond or herringbone patterns. You'll
find these at around $3-5 per square foot for materials, with installation labour adding $12-17 per square foot

depending on site conditions and base requirements.

Metro Vancouver's wet climate actually makes concrete pavers a smart budget choice because they're
engineered to handle moisture and freeze-thaw cycles better than many natural stones. The 60mm thickness
standard for patios provides excellent durability, and concrete pavers can be individually replaced if

damaged—something you can't do with poured concrete or many natural stone installations.
Where you can save money without compromising quality:

e Choose standard sizes (typically 4"x8" or 6"x9") rather than large format slabs that cost more and require more

precise installation

Stick to running bond or simple herringbone patterns instead of complex designs that increase labour time

Select from readily available colours rather than special-order hues

Keep the patio shape simple—rectangles and squares install faster than curves or complex angles

Do your own maintenance like polymeric sand replacement every 3-5 years

Don't compromise on the foundation work even with budget pavers. Proper excavation (6-8 inches deep),
compacted gravel base, geotextile fabric, and quality polymeric sand are essential in Metro Vancouver's wet
climate. Skimping on base preparation to save $1,000 upfront typically leads to $3,000-5,000 in repairs within 2-3
years when pavers settle and shift.

Consider timing for additional savings. Some contractors offer better rates during their slower winter months
(November-March), though installation during Vancouver's rainy season requires extra care to keep materials dry

during construction.

Need help finding an interlock installer for your budget patio project? Vancouver Interlock can match you with

contractors who specialize in cost-effective concrete paver installations.

How much does a covered paver patio cost to build in Richmond?

A covered paver patio in Richmond typically costs $20,000-$45,000+ installed, with the paver portion
running $6,000-$12,000 and the roof structure adding $14,000-$33,000+. The total depends on patio size,

paver material choice, roof design complexity, and structural requirements.
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Paver Patio Costs in Richmond

For the interlock portion, expect $15-$30 per square foot installed for a standard concrete paver patio. A typical 400
square foot patio runs $6,000-$12,000 including proper excavation, compacted gravel base, geotextile fabric,
bedding sand, concrete pavers, polymeric sand, and edge restraints. Richmond's clay-heavy soils and high water
table make proper base preparation especially critical — you'll need 6-8 inches of compacted granular base with

excellent drainage to prevent settling in this area's challenging soil conditions.

Premium materials increase costs significantly. Natural stone like flagstone or granite runs $25-$60 per square foot
installed, bringing a 400 square foot flagstone patio to $10,000-$24,000. Permeable pavers, which Richmond

encourages for stormwater management, cost $20-$40 per square foot installed.
Roof Structure Costs

The covered portion adds substantial expense. A basic gable roof structure over a 400 square foot patio typically
runs $35-$80 per square foot, or $14,000-$32,000. This includes engineered lumber framing, roofing materials,
gutters, and professional installation. More elaborate designs with vaulted ceilings, exposed beams, or integrated

lighting systems can exceed $100 per square foot.
Richmond-Specific Considerations

Richmond's high water table and clay soils create unique challenges for covered patio construction. The concrete
footings for roof support posts must extend below the frost line and be properly drained to prevent heaving.
Richmond's building department requires engineered drawings for most covered structures, adding $1,500-$3,500
in design fees. The building permit itself typically costs $800-$2,000 depending on structure size and complexity.

Drainage is absolutely critical in Richmond's wet climate with clay soils. The patio must slope away from the
house at minimum 2% grade, and roof runoff requires proper guttering and connection to the storm drain system.
Many Richmond properties require a drainage engineer's assessment for covered structures that concentrate roof

water in new locations.

Strata properties — common in Richmond — require alteration agreements before construction. Most Richmond
strata corporations mandate engineered drawings, specific material approvals, and construction timing restrictions.

Budget an extra 2-4 months for strata approval processes.
When to Hire Professionals

Both the paver installation and roof construction require professional expertise. The paver work demands proper
excavation depth, base compaction with plate compactors, and precise drainage grading — especially critical in
Richmond's clay soils. The roof structure requires structural engineering, building permits, and skilled framing to

meet BC Building Code requirements for snow loads and seismic resistance.
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A covered patio is a significant investment that enhances outdoor living space year-round in Metro Vancouver's
climate, but proper planning for Richmond's soil conditions and municipal requirements is essential for long-term

success.
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What patio paver materials work best in Vancouver's rainy climate?

Concrete pavers are the best overall choice for Vancouver patios, offering excellent durability, drainage
performance, and value in our wet climate. They resist moisture damage, handle freeze-thaw cycles well, and
can be individually replaced if needed. Natural stone is premium but requires more maintenance, while permeable

pavers excel for drainage-sensitive areas.

Concrete Pavers — The Top Choice

Concrete pavers dominate Vancouver's residential market for good reason. They're engineered to withstand 8,000+
PSI compressive strength and handle our marine climate's persistent moisture without deteriorating. The key
advantage in Vancouver's wet conditions is their dimensional consistency — uniform thickness allows for

proper drainage slope and prevents water pooling that plagues irregular natural stone installations.

Standard 60mm (2-3/8 inch) concrete pavers work perfectly for patios and walkways, while their smooth joints
accommodate polymeric sand effectively. This matters enormously in Vancouver because polymeric sand is
essential for preventing joint washout during our heavy October-through-March rains. Concrete pavers' precise
edges create tight, uniform joints that polymeric sand fills completely, creating a weather-resistant barrier against

our 1,200mm+ annual rainfall.

Pricing runs $15-$30 per square foot installed for a typical 400 sq ft patio ($6,000-$12,000 total). Popular styles
include Holland pavers, tumbled pavers for an aged look, and large-format slabs. Choose textured surfaces over
smooth ones — they provide better slip resistance during Vancouver's wet months and hide moss growth better

than polished surfaces.

Natural Stone — Premium but High-Maintenance

Flagstone, slate, basalt, and granite create stunning patios but demand more attention in Vancouver's climate.
Natural stone's irregular thickness makes achieving proper drainage slope challenging — critical when
you're dealing with 70-80% humidity levels year-round. Poor drainage leads to standing water, accelerated moss

growth, and slippery surfaces.

BC's local basalt and granite are excellent choices that complement our natural landscape, but expect $25-$60 per
square foot installed ($10,000-$24,000 for 400 sq ft). The higher cost reflects labour-intensive cutting and fitting,

plus the need for skilled stone masons who understand drainage requirements.

Maintenance is significantly higher than concrete pavers. Natural stone's textured surfaces trap organic matter

and moisture, creating ideal conditions for moss, liverwort, and algae growth. You'll need annual moss treatment
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and more frequent cleaning to maintain appearance and safety.

Permeable Pavers — Engineered for Drainage

Permeable interlocking concrete pavement (PICP) represents the cutting edge for Vancouver's wet climate. These
pavers allow rainwater to infiltrate through specially designed joints into an engineered aggregate base, where it's
stored and gradually released into the subsoil. This addresses Vancouver's number one hardscaping

challenge — managing persistent rainfall and preventing runoff.

Several Metro Vancouver municipalities offer stormwater fee reductions for permeable paving installations, and
some newer developments require them. Expect $20-$40 per square foot installed ($8,000-$16,000 for 400 sq

ft), with the premium reflecting specialized materials and installation requirements.

The trade-off is maintenance complexity. Permeable pavers require periodic vacuum cleaning to prevent joint
clogging, and the open-graded aggregate base needs protection during installation to maintain its drainage

capacity.

Climate-Specific Considerations

Moss and algae growth is inevitable on north-facing patios and shaded areas regardless of material choice.
Concrete pavers handle pressure washing and moss treatment better than natural stone, which can be damaged by

aggressive cleaning. Textured paver surfaces hide moss growth between cleanings better than smooth surfaces.

Joint sand selection is critical. Standard sand washes out within weeks in Vancouver's rainfall. Polymeric sand
(Techniseal, Alliance, or Sakrete brands) hardens when activated and resists washout, but requires proper
application timing between rain events. Even high-quality polymeric sand needs replenishment every 3-5 years in

our climate.

Slip resistance becomes a safety issue during our extended rainy season. Avoid smooth, polished surfaces.
Choose pavers with textured faces or natural stone with inherent texture. Moss growth creates genuinely

dangerous slippery conditions on any material.

When to Hire a Professional

Any patio over 100 square feet requires professional installation to achieve proper base preparation,
compaction, and drainage slope. Vancouver's clay-heavy soils (especially in Surrey, Richmond, and Delta) demand

deep excavation, geotextile fabric, and precise base compaction that DIY installations rarely achieve.

Professional installation includes 6-8 inches of compacted granular base, proper edge restraints, and 2% minimum

slope away from your house — essential for preventing the base saturation that destroys paver installations in our
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wet climate.

Need help finding an interlock installer? Vancouver Interlock can match you with experienced contractors from the

Vancouver Construction Network who understand our unique climate challenges.

How do you prevent moss and algae on patio pavers in Vancouver?

Moss and algae prevention on patio pavers in Vancouver requires a combination of proper drainage,
regular maintenance, and strategic material choices — the persistent moisture and mild temperatures
create ideal growing conditions that make this the number one aesthetic and safety concern for Metro

Vancouver homeowners.

The marine climate delivers over 1,200mm of annual rainfall with 70-80% humidity year-round, creating perfect
conditions for moss, liverwort, and algae growth on paver surfaces and in joints. North-facing patios and areas
shaded by trees, buildings, or fences are particularly susceptible because they stay damp longer and receive less

UV light that naturally inhibits organic growth.

Proper drainage is your first line of defense. Pavers that shed water quickly stay drier and resist moss growth.
Ensure your patio has minimum 2% slope (1/4 inch per foot) away from the house and toward drainage areas.
Standing water or constantly damp areas will develop moss within weeks during Vancouver's October-to-March
rainy season. If your existing patio has low spots that pond water, these areas need to be relevelled — lift the

pavers, adjust the bedding sand, and re-lay them to proper slope.

Polymeric sand in the joints is essential for moss prevention. Standard play sand or mason sand provides an
ideal growing medium for moss and weeds, while high-quality polymeric sand (Techniseal, Alliance, or Sakrete)
hardens when activated and creates a less hospitable environment. However, even polymeric sand degrades over
time in Vancouver's wet climate and typically needs replenishment every 3-5 years. Empty or eroded joints allow

moss to establish roots directly in the bedding sand below.

Regular cleaning prevents moss establishment. Pressure wash your patio annually in late spring (May-June)
using a surface cleaner attachment at 1,500-2,500 PSI. This removes moss spores, organic debris, and the thin
biofilm that moss needs to establish. Pay special attention to shaded areas and the north side of your patio. After
cleaning, allow the surface to dry completely before applying fresh polymeric sand to any joints that were damaged

during cleaning.
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Improve air circulation and sunlight exposure where possible. Trim back overhanging tree branches and shrubs
that create shade and block airflow across the patio surface. Even a few additional hours of direct sunlight per day
significantly reduces moss growth. Consider relocating potted plants or outdoor furniture that creates permanently
shaded, damp spots.

Apply moss prevention treatments during dry weather windows. Iron sulphate-based moss Killers (available at
garden centers) are effective and won't damage concrete pavers or surrounding vegetation when used as directed.
Apply in late fall or early spring when moss is actively growing but before heavy rains begin. Zinc sulphate strips
installed along patio edges provide ongoing moss suppression — rainwater dissolves trace amounts of zinc that

inhibit moss growth downstream.

Sealing pavers can help but isn't a complete solution. A penetrating paver sealer makes the surface less
porous and easier to clean, but it won't prevent moss growth in joints or on unsealed areas. If you seal, wait until
the patio is completely clean and dry, and choose a breathable penetrating sealer rather than a film-forming topical

sealer that can trap moisture and actually worsen moss problems.

For existing moss problems, treat with oxygen bleach (safer for plants than chlorine bleach) or commercial moss
killer, scrub with a stiff brush, then pressure wash. Never use chlorine bleach as it damages polymeric sand and
kills surrounding vegetation. After moss removal, address the underlying moisture and drainage issues or it will

return within months.

When to Hire a Pro: Call a professional for patio relevelling if you have significant drainage problems, extensive
moss coverage indicating base issues, or if pressure washing reveals that pavers have become permanently
stained or damaged. Professional cleaning and sealing services typically run $3-6 per square foot and include joint

sand replenishment.

The key is understanding that moss prevention in Vancouver is ongoing maintenance, not a one-time fix. Properties
in heavily shaded areas or with poor drainage may need annual moss treatment and more frequent joint sand
maintenance to keep patios safe and attractive.

Can | build a paver patio on a slope in my Coquitlam backyard?

Yes, you can build a paver patio on a slope in Coquitlam, but it requires either terracing with retaining walls
or significant grading to create level areas. Pavers cannot be installed directly on slopes steeper than 2-3%

(about 1/4 inch per foot) because they'll shift and slide over time.
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Understanding Slope Challenges in Coquitlam

Coquitlam's hilly terrain makes sloped patio projects extremely common, but they're significantly more complex and
expensive than flat installations. The key is creating stable, level surfaces for the pavers while managing water

drainage — critical in Metro Vancouver's wet climate with over 1,200mm of annual rainfall.

For gentle slopes (under 10%), you can often grade the area to create a level patio surface by cutting into the uphill
side and filling the downhill side. However, any fill area must be properly compacted in 2-inch lifts to prevent
settling. The patio must slope away from your house at minimum 2% for drainage, which means on a naturally

sloped lot, you're working with the existing grade rather than against it.
Retaining Walls for Steeper Slopes

Slopes over 10-15% typically require retaining walls to create level terraced areas. In Coquitlam, retaining walls
under 4 feet high can be built without permits as gravity walls, but walls over 4 feet require engineered designs and
building permits from the City of Coquitlam. A terraced patio with a 3-foot retaining wall creating a 400 sq ft level

area typically costs $12,000-$20,000 installed, including the wall, drainage, and paver installation.
Critical Drainage Considerations

Sloped patio installations in Metro Vancouver must address both surface drainage (water running off the patio) and
subsurface drainage (preventing water from saturating the base). Install a perforated drain pipe at the base of any
retaining wall, surrounded by clear drain rock. The patio surface must slope away from retaining walls and your

house to prevent water from pooling against structures.
Professional Installation Recommended

Sloped patio projects require excavation equipment, proper compaction of cut-and-fill areas, retaining wall
construction, and complex drainage design. The combination of Coquitlam's clay-heavy soils, significant rainfall,
and slope engineering makes this a professional project. Expect to add 30-50% to standard patio costs for slope

work due to additional excavation, retaining structures, and drainage requirements.
When to Hire a Pro

Any slope requiring retaining walls, significant grading (moving more than 6 inches of soil), or complex drainage
should be professionally installed. Poor slope management leads to settling, water damage to your foundation, and

potential issues with neighbouring properties.

Need help finding an interlock installer experienced with sloped installations? Vancouver Interlock can match you

with Coquitlam contractors who specialize in hillside hardscaping projects.
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Q10
What's the best base material for a patio in the Lower Mainland's wet soil?

For Metro Vancouver's wet climate and clay-heavy soils, use 3/4-inch minus crushed gravel (also called
road base or crusher run) at a minimum depth of 6-8 inches for patios, with proper drainage design being

absolutely critical.

The persistent rainfall and high humidity in Metro Vancouver — over 1,200mm annually with 70% falling between
October and March — makes drainage the single most important engineering consideration for any paver
installation. Unlike drier climates where base preparation focuses primarily on load-bearing capacity, Vancouver's
wet conditions mean water must be able to drain through or away from your patio efficiently, or the base will

become saturated and fail.

3/4-inch minus crushed gravel is the gold standard base material because it contains a blend of stone sizes from
3/4-inch down to fine particles that compact together into a stable, load-bearing surface while still maintaining
drainage capacity. The angular edges of crushed stone interlock better than rounded river gravel, creating superior
stability. Popular local suppliers like Burnco, Lehigh Hanson, and Fraser Valley Aggregates stock this material

specifically for hardscape applications.

Base depth is critical — 6 inches minimum for patios and walkways, 8 inches if you have clay subgrade (common
in Surrey, Richmond, Delta, and Langley). Clay soil doesn't drain well and can migrate upward into your gravel
base over time, destroying its drainage capacity. Always install geotextile separation fabric between clay subgrade

and your gravel base to prevent this contamination.

Proper installation requires compaction in lifts — never dump 6-8 inches of gravel and compact it all at once.
Spread 2-inch lifts, compact each one with a plate compactor, then add the next lift. This achieves the 95%-+
compaction needed to prevent settling. The base must also slope away from your house at minimum 2% grade (1/4

inch per foot) to shed water effectively.

Consider drainage infrastructure for larger patios or areas with poor natural drainage. Install perforated drain
pipe at low points, surrounded by clear drain rock, with an outlet to daylight or connection to your storm drain where

permitted by your municipality.

Hire a professional for patio installations over 100 square feet — proper excavation, base preparation, and
compaction require specialized equipment and experience. Poor base work is the number one cause of paver

failure, and it's expensive to fix once pavers are installed on top.
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Q11
How thick should the gravel base be under a patio in Vancouver?

For patio installations in Metro Vancouver, you need a minimum 6-8 inch compacted gravel base, with 8

inches being the recommended standard for long-term performance in our wet climate.

The gravel base thickness is absolutely critical in Metro Vancouver because our marine climate receives over
1,200mm of annual rainfall, with 70% falling between October and March. This persistent moisture creates unique
drainage challenges that make base preparation the single most important factor in paver longevity. Unlike drier
climates where base depth is primarily about load-bearing capacity, Vancouver's year-round humidity and heavy

winter rains mean the base must function as both a structural foundation and a drainage system.

Why 8 inches is the Vancouver standard: The extra depth compared to drier regions (where 4-6 inches might
suffice) accounts for our clay-heavy soils prevalent across Surrey, Richmond, Delta, Langley, and parts of Burnaby.
Clay doesn't drain well and can migrate upward into the base material over time, destroying its drainage capacity.
The deeper base provides more separation between the pavers and the clay subgrade, and more storage capacity

for water during heavy rainfall events.

Base material specifications: Use 3/4-inch minus crushed gravel (also called road base or crusher run) that
contains a blend of stone sizes from 3/4-inch down to fines. This gradation compacts tightly while maintaining
drainage voids. The base must be installed in lifts of no more than 2 inches at a time and compacted with a plate
compactor to achieve 95%+ density. Many contractors try to shortcut this by dumping 8 inches and compacting only

the surface — this doesn't work and leads to settling within 1-2 years.

Essential drainage components: Install geotextile fabric between the clay subgrade and gravel base to prevent
soil migration. Ensure the finished patio slopes at minimum 2% (1/4 inch per foot) away from your house. For patios
over 400 square feet or in low-lying areas, consider installing a perforated drain pipe at the low point, surrounded by

clear drain rock and connected to your storm drain or a dry well.

When to go deeper: Increase to 10-12 inches of base if your patio will occasionally support vehicular traffic (like
accessing a backyard garage), if you're building on particularly soft or wet ground, or if your property has drainage
challenges. Properties in Richmond with high water tables may require even deeper bases and additional drainage

measures.

Hire a professional for proper base preparation — this isn't a DIY job for most homeowners. Proper excavation,
material delivery, lift-by-lift compaction with commercial equipment, and grade verification require professional tools
and experience. Skimping on base depth to save $500-1,000 upfront typically results in a $3,000-6,000 rebuild
within 3-5 years when the patio settles and becomes uneven.
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Need help finding an interlock installer who understands Vancouver's base requirements? Vancouver Interlock can

match you with experienced local contractors for free estimates.

Q12
Do paver patios need drainage in Vancouver with all the rain we get?

Absolutely yes — drainage is the single most critical factor for paver patio success in Metro Vancouver.
With over 1,200mm of annual rainfall (and over 2,000mm on the North Shore), proper drainage isn't optional — it's

what determines whether your patio lasts 5 years or 25+ years.

Surface drainage is your first line of defense. Every paver patio must slope a minimum of 2% (1/4 inch per foot)
away from your house and any other structures. This seems like a small slope, but it's essential for moving the
massive volume of water that falls during Vancouver's October-to-March rainy season. Water that pools on the

surface eventually finds its way into the joints and base material below, where it causes the real problems.

Subsurface drainage is equally important and often overlooked. The gravel base beneath your pavers (minimum
6-8 inches deep for patios) must be able to drain water that infiltrates through the joints. In Metro Vancouver's clay-
heavy soils — especially common in Surrey, Richmond, Delta, and Langley — water doesn't drain naturally through
the subgrade. Without proper base drainage, water saturates the gravel, softens the clay subgrade, and causes

pavers to settle unevenly, creating trip hazards and ponding areas that make the problem worse.

Geotextile fabric between the clay subgrade and gravel base prevents the clay from migrating upward and
clogging your drainage system over time. This is particularly critical in Vancouver's wet climate where the clay stays
saturated for months. Professional installers also install perforated drain pipe at the low points of larger patios,

connected to daylight drainage or the storm system.

Polymeric sand in the joints helps manage surface water by creating a semi-permeable barrier that allows
controlled drainage while preventing washout. Standard play sand or mason sand washes out of joints within weeks
in Vancouver's heavy rains, destabilizing the entire patio. Quality polymeric sand (Techniseal, Alliance, Sakrete)

typically needs replenishment every 3-5 years in our climate — budget $2-4 per square foot for this maintenance.

Poor drainage is the number one cause of patio failure in Metro Vancouver. Patios without proper slope,
adequate base depth, or subsurface drainage develop settlement issues, shifting pavers, and persistent moss
growth within 1-3 years. The repair costs often exceed the original installation cost because the entire patio must be

lifted, the base rebuilt with proper drainage, and the pavers relaid.

Vancouver Interlock — vancouverinterlock.com — Generated March 15, 2026



When to hire a professional: Any patio larger than 100 square feet should be professionally installed with proper
grading, compacted base preparation, and drainage design. The specialized equipment needed for excavation,
base compaction, and precision grading makes this beyond most DIY capabilities — especially when you factor in

Vancouver's challenging clay soils and the critical importance of getting the drainage right the first time.
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(O)K]
What patio paver colour won't fade in Vancouver's UV and rain?

All paver colours will experience some degree of fading over time in Metro Vancouver's climate, but
concrete pavers with integral colour (colour mixed throughout the entire paver) fade far less than surface-

coloured pavers, and darker earth tones like charcoal, brown, and grey show fading least noticeably.

The key to colour retention in Metro Vancouver isn't avoiding fade entirely — it's choosing pavers and colours that
age gracefully. Integral colour concrete pavers from manufacturers like Barkman, Belgard, Techo-Bloc, or
Expocrete use iron oxide pigments mixed throughout the entire paver thickness. When the surface wears or fades
slightly, the colour beneath is identical, so the change is virtually unnoticeable. These pavers typically retain 85-

90% of their original colour intensity after 10-15 years.

Surface-coloured pavers (where colour is applied only to the top layer) show dramatic fading within 3-5 years in
Vancouver's climate. The combination of UV exposure during summer months and constant moisture washing
away surface pigments during the October-to-March rainy season accelerates colour loss. Avoid these budget

options if colour retention is important.

Charcoal, dark grey, and brown earth tones are the most fade-resistant colours because they're closest to the
natural grey of concrete. Even if they lighten slightly over time, the change blends naturally and often improves the
appearance by creating a weathered, natural look. Bright colours like red, blue, or vibrant tan show fading most

dramatically because the contrast between original and faded colour is stark.

Natural stone options like basalt, granite, or quality flagstone offer superior colour permanence because the
colour is natural mineral content, not added pigment. BC basalt and granite are particularly well-suited to
Vancouver's climate and complement the region's natural landscape. Expect to pay $25-$60 per square foot

installed versus $15-$30 for concrete pavers.

Sealing helps but isn't a cure-all. Quality penetrating sealers with UV inhibitors can slow fading by 20-30% and
should be reapplied every 3-5 years in Vancouver's wet climate. However, sealing also requires ongoing

maintenance and adds $3-$6 per square foot every few years.

When to Hire a Pro: For patio installations over 100 square feet, professional installation ensures proper base
preparation and drainage — far more important for longevity than colour choice. A properly installed patio with

slightly faded pavers will outlast and outperform a poorly installed patio with perfect colour retention.

Need help finding an interlock installer? Vancouver Interlock can match you with experienced contractors who

understand colour selection and proper installation techniques for Metro Vancouver's climate.
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Q14
Can | put afire pit on my interlock patio?

Yes, you can put a fire pit on your interlock patio, but proper planning for heat protection, clearances, and

municipal regulations is essential for safety and to prevent damage to your pavers.

Heat Protection for Your Pavers The biggest concern is protecting your interlock from direct heat damage.
Standard concrete pavers can crack, spall, or discolor when exposed to intense heat. For wood-burning fire pits,
you'll need a heat-resistant barrier between the fire pit and your pavers. A fire-rated pad made of natural stone, fire
brick, or steel is essential. These pads should extend at least 12 inches beyond the fire pit on all sides. Some
homeowners create a dedicated fire pit area using fire-resistant natural stone like granite or basalt instead of

standard concrete pavers in that specific zone.

Gas fire pits generate less intense heat than wood-burning units, but still require protection. The legs or base of any
fire pit should never sit directly on pavers without a protective barrier. Even with gas units, use fire brick, natural
stone pavers, or a steel fire pad underneath. This prevents heat transfer that can cause pavers to crack from

thermal expansion and protects against any accidental ember damage.

Metro Vancouver Regulations and Clearances Each Metro Vancouver municipality has specific fire regulations
that affect backyard fire pits. Vancouver, Burnaby, Surrey, Richmond, and most other municipalities require fire pits
to be at least 3 metres (10 feet) from any structure, including your house, garage, fence, or neighbour's property.
Some municipalities like West Vancouver have seasonal burning restrictions, and others require permits for

permanent fire features. Check with your local fire department before installation.

If you live in a strata property (townhouse or condo), fire pits are often restricted or prohibited entirely by strata
bylaws due to safety and insurance concerns. Always check your strata documents and get written approval before

installing any fire feature. Many strata corporations only allow gas fire pits, not wood-burning units.

Practical Installation Tips Position your fire pit on the flattest, most stable section of your patio, away from
overhanging trees or structures. Ensure your interlock installation has proper drainage around the fire pit area —
standing water and fire don't mix well. Consider the prevailing wind direction to avoid smoke blowing toward your

house or neighbours.

For permanent installations, some homeowners create a dedicated fire pit pad using 24x24 inch natural stone slabs
or fire brick set into their existing interlock pattern. This provides better heat resistance than trying to retrofit

protection later. Keep a fire extinguisher or garden hose nearby, and never leave a fire unattended.

When to Hire a Professional For built-in fire pits, gas line connections, or permanent stone fire features integrated

into your patio design, hire a professional. Gas connections require a licensed gas fitter, and permanent fire
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features may require building permits depending on size and fuel type. Vancouver Interlock can connect you with

hardscape contractors experienced in fire feature integration through the Vancouver Construction Network.

Q15
What size pavers look best for a backyard patio?

For most Metro Vancouver backyard patios, 12"x12" (300mmx300mm) or 12" x18" (300mmx450mm) pavers

create the most balanced, proportional look that complements both the home and landscape scale.

The ideal paver size depends on your patio dimensions, architectural style, and personal preference, but there are
proven design principles that work particularly well in Metro Vancouver's residential settings. Larger format pavers
(12" and up) are trending strongly because they create a cleaner, more contemporary appearance with fewer

joint lines, require less maintenance, and complement the region's modern West Coast architectural style.

For patios 200-400 square feet (the most common size for Metro Vancouver backyards), 12"x12" square pavers
or 12"x18" rectangular pavers provide excellent visual balance. These sizes are substantial enough to feel
proportional to typical two-story homes without overwhelming smaller outdoor spaces. The 12"x18" format is
particularly popular because the rectangular shape adds visual interest and can be laid in multiple patterns —

running bond, herringbone, or basket weave — while still maintaining clean, modern lines.

Avoid small pavers (6" x6" or 8"x8") for main patio areas in Metro Vancouver's climate. Small pavers create
busy visual patterns with excessive joint lines, and more importantly, they require significantly more joint sand
maintenance. With Vancouver's 1,200mm+ annual rainfall, smaller pavers mean more joints where polymeric sand
can wash out, moss can establish, and weeds can penetrate. Large format pavers reduce maintenance headaches

substantially.

For larger patios over 500 square feet, consider 18"x18" or even 24"x24" slabs for a dramatic, contemporary
look. These oversized formats work particularly well with modern Vancouver homes and create seamless outdoor
living spaces that feel like extensions of interior flooring. However, larger slabs are more expensive ($25-$40 per sq
ft installed vs. $15-$30 for standard pavers) and require more precise base preparation since any settling is more

noticeable.

Pattern choice affects perceived size. Running bond (brick-like pattern) makes spaces feel longer, while
herringbone or basket weave patterns add visual interest but can make smaller patios feel busy. For most Metro
Vancouver backyards, a simple running bond with 12"x18" pavers creates the perfect balance of sophistication and

practicality.
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Consider your home's architecture. Traditional Vancouver character homes (Craftsman, Tudor revival) look
excellent with tumbled or textured pavers in heritage colours. Modern West Coast contemporary homes pair
beautifully with smooth, large-format pavers in charcoal, slate grey, or warm beige tones that complement natural
cedar and stone elements.

Practical Metro Vancouver considerations: Larger pavers perform better in our wet climate because they have
fewer joints where water can penetrate and fewer places for moss to establish. They're also easier to clean with a
pressure washer and require polymeric sand replenishment less frequently — typically every 4-5 years instead of
every 2-3 years for smaller formats.

Need help finding an interlock installer to discuss paver options for your specific patio? Vancouver Interlock can
match you with experienced local contractors who understand both design principles and Metro Vancouver's unique

installation requirements.
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Q16
How much does a large backyard paver patio cost in Vancouver?

A large backyard paver patio (600-1,000 sq ft) in Metro Vancouver typically costs $12,000-$30,000 installed,
depending on paver type, site conditions, and complexity. This includes excavation, proper base preparation,

materials, and professional installation.
Detailed Cost Breakdown by Size and Material:
For a 600 sq ft patio (roughly 20' x 30"), expect to pay:

e Standard concrete pavers: $9,000-$18,000 installed
e Premium textured pavers: $12,000-$21,000 installed
e Natural stone flagstone: $15,000-$36,000 installed

e Large format slabs: $13,500-$24,000 installed

For a 1,000 sq ft patio (roughly 25' x 40", costs increase to:

e Standard concrete pavers: $15,000-$30,000 installed
e Premium pavers: $20,000-$35,000 installed
o Natural stone: $25,000-$60,000 installed

What's Included in Professional Installation:

The base price covers excavation (typically 8-10 inches deep), geotextile fabric, 6-8 inches of compacted granular
base, bedding sand, pavers, polymeric sand, edge restraints, and labour. Proper drainage design is critical in
Metro Vancouver's wet climate — your contractor should establish minimum 2% slope away from your house and

install drainage at low points to handle our 1,200mm+ annual rainfall.
Factors That Increase Costs:

Slope work adds 20-40% to base pricing. Many Vancouver properties have sloped backyards requiring retaining
walls, stepped installations, or extensive grading. Difficult access through narrow side yards or requiring
wheelbarrow transport can add $2,000-$5,000. Existing concrete removal adds $3-$6 per sq ft. Complex

patterns like herringbone or basket weave increase labour costs by 15-25%.
Metro Vancouver Specific Considerations:

Our marine climate demands polymeric sand (not regular sand) to resist washout during heavy winter rains. Clay-
heavy soils in Surrey, Richmond, and Delta require deeper excavation and better drainage design. Moss and algae

growth is inevitable on north-facing or shaded patios — factor in annual cleaning and periodic polymeric sand
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replenishment every 3-5 years.
When to Hire a Professional:

Any patio over 200 sq ft requires professional installation. Proper base compaction using plate compactors,
precision screeding of bedding sand, and drainage design aren't DIY projects. Poor base preparation is the
leading cause of paver failure — settling, shifting, and ponding water that destroys the installation within 2-3

years.
Getting Accurate Estimates:

Costs vary significantly based on your specific site conditions, access, existing landscaping, and material choices.
Most contractors provide free estimates, and you should get 3-4 quotes for a large patio project. Verify

WorkSafeBC coverage and ask to see photos of recent similar projects.

Need help finding an interlock installer? Vancouver Interlock can match you with experienced contractors from the

Vancouver Construction Network for free estimates on your patio project.

Q17
Do | need a building permit for a patio in Surrey?

For most standard patio installations in Surrey, you do not need a building permit. Patios built at existing

grade level without retaining walls over 4 feet typically fall under permitted use and don't require City approval.

However, there are several situations where a permit is required in Surrey, and it's important to understand these

before starting your project.
When You Need a Permit in Surrey:

Retaining walls over 4 feet (1.2 metres) in height are the most common permit trigger for patio projects. If your
patio requires retaining walls to level the area or prevent soil erosion, and those walls exceed 4 feet in exposed
height, you'll need a building permit and engineered drawings from a geotechnical engineer. This is a BC Building

Code requirement that Surrey strictly enforces.

Grading changes that alter drainage patterns on your property or affect neighbouring properties may require a
development permit or grading permit. Surrey is particularly concerned about drainage because much of the city
sits on clay-heavy soils with poor natural drainage. If your patio installation involves significant excavation, changes
the natural slope of your yard, or redirects water flow toward neighbouring properties, the City may require a permit

to ensure proper stormwater management.
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Work within municipal setbacks requires a variance. Surrey requires structures (including retaining walls) to be
set back from property lines — typically 0.6 to 1.5 metres depending on the height and your specific zoning. If your
patio or associated retaining walls encroach on these setbacks, you'll need to apply for a variance through Surrey's

development services department.
Surrey-Specific Considerations:

Surrey has some unique characteristics that affect patio installations. Much of Surrey sits on clay-heavy soils that
don't drain well and expand when wet. This makes proper base preparation and drainage design critical for patio
longevity. The City is increasingly focused on stormwater management and may require larger paved areas to
include drainage infrastructure or permeable paving elements.

For strata properties (common in Surrey's townhouse developments), you'll need strata council approval before
any hardscaping work. Most strata corporations require an alteration agreement, and some have specific

requirements for paver colours, patterns, and installation methods.
Standard Patio Projects That Don't Need Permits:

A typical 400 square foot paver or flagstone patio at existing grade level, without retaining walls over 4 feet, and
without significant grading changes, can proceed without a building permit in Surrey. This includes most backyard

entertaining areas, front yard landscaping, and garden patios.
Before You Start:

Contact Surrey's Building Department at 604-591-4141 or visit surrey.ca to confirm your specific project doesn't
require permits. Provide them with a basic site plan showing your property lines, existing structures, proposed patio
location, and any retaining walls. It's much easier to get clarity upfront than to deal with stop-work orders or

required modifications after construction begins.
Professional Installation Recommended:

Even without permit requirements, Surrey's clay soils and wet climate make proper base preparation, drainage
design, and installation techniques critical for patio longevity. A poorly built patio will settle, shift, and develop

drainage problems within 1-3 years in Surrey's conditions.

Need help finding an interlock installer? Vancouver Interlock can match you with experienced Surrey contractors

who understand local soil conditions and municipal requirements.

Q18
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Can a paver patio be built over tree roots without damaging the tree?

Building a paver patio over tree roots is generally not recommended and can damage or kill the tree. Tree
roots need oxygen, water, and space to function, and traditional paver installation with deep excavation and

compacted base materials can severely compromise root health.
The Root Zone Challenge

Most tree roots extend horizontally in the top 12-18 inches of soil, often spreading 2-3 times wider than the tree's
canopy. When you excavate 6-8 inches for a standard paver base and then compact gravel over the remaining
roots, you're essentially suffocating them. Compacted soil prevents oxygen from reaching roots and blocks water
infiltration. Large trees like the maples, cedars, and Douglas firs common in Metro Vancouver have extensive

shallow root systems that are particularly vulnerable to this type of damage.
Safer Alternatives for Root-Heavy Areas

If you must build near trees, consider raised patio construction instead of traditional excavation. This involves
building a wooden or steel frame structure above the existing grade, allowing tree roots to remain undisturbed
below. The patio surface can still use pavers laid on a sand base within the raised frame. This approach costs 30-

50% more than traditional installation but preserves tree health.

Permeable paving systems are another option that's less harmful to trees. Permeable pavers use an open-graded
aggregate base (no fines) that allows better air and water movement to roots compared to traditional dense-graded

base materials. However, you still need to excavate, which will cut some roots.
Metro Vancouver Tree Protection Considerations

Many Metro Vancouver municipalities have tree protection bylaws that require permits for work within the “critical
root zone" of significant trees. Vancouver, Burnaby, and West Vancouver are particularly strict about tree
preservation. The critical root zone typically extends from the trunk to the drip line (edge of the canopy) or a
minimum of 3 metres for large trees. Work within this zone may require an arborist's assessment and specific

construction methods to minimize root damage.
When Root Cutting Is Unavoidable

If you proceed with traditional paver installation near trees, hire a certified arborist to assess which roots can be
safely cut and use proper root-cutting techniques. Clean cuts with sharp tools heal better than torn or crushed roots
from excavation equipment. Never cut roots larger than 2 inches in diameter without professional guidance, and

avoid cutting more than 25% of a tree's root system in any single project.

Practical Recommendations
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For patios within 5 metres of large trees, consider relocating the patio to an area with fewer roots, using a raised
deck system, or creating a smaller patio with more distance from the tree. If you love the shaded location under the
tree, a gravel patio with stepping stones requires minimal excavation and allows roots to breathe while still

providing usable outdoor space.
When to Hire a Professional

Consult both a certified arborist and an experienced hardscape contractor before building any patio near valuable
trees. The arborist can assess root locations and tree health, while the contractor can design installation methods
that minimize root disturbance. This is especially important for heritage trees or expensive mature specimens that

would cost thousands to replace if damaged.
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Q19
What's the best patio shape for a narrow Vancouver lot?

For narrow Vancouver lots, rectangular patios that run parallel to the house work best, maximizing usable

space while maintaining proper proportions and drainage.

The key is working with your lot's natural dimensions rather than fighting them. A rectangular patio that extends
along the back of your house creates the most functional outdoor living space on a narrow lot. This layout provides
room for dining furniture, seating areas, and traffic flow without the patio feeling cramped or awkwardly

proportioned.

Rectangular patios parallel to the house are ideal because they utilize the full width of your available yard space.
Instead of a square patio that might only be 12x12 feet on a narrow lot, you can create a 12x20 foot rectangular
space that feels much more spacious and functional. This shape naturally accommodates furniture placement —

dining tables and seating groups work better in rectangular arrangements anyway.

L-shaped patios work exceptionally well on narrow corner lots or when you want to create distinct zones. The L-
shape can wrap around the corner of your house, creating a dining area in one section and a lounging area in the
other. This design also works when you need to navigate around existing features like mature trees, utility

connections, or basement window wells that are common in older Vancouver neighborhoods.

Curved or circular patios generally don't work well on narrow lots because they waste precious square footage in
the corners and create awkward unusable triangular spaces. However, a rectangular patio with curved or rounded

corners can soften the geometric look while maintaining maximum usable area.

Metro Vancouver considerations make patio shape even more important. Your patio must slope away from the
house at minimum 2% grade (1/4 inch per foot) to handle our 1,200mm+ annual rainfall. On narrow lots, this often
means the patio slopes toward the side yard or a rear drainage system. Rectangular shapes make it easier to

establish consistent drainage slope across the entire surface.

Narrow lot drainage challenges require careful planning. You may need to install a drain at the low point of your
patio or ensure runoff flows to an appropriate area — not onto your neighbor's property. Many Vancouver narrow

lots have limited space for surface drainage, making proper base preparation and slope design critical.

Practical sizing for narrow lots: A 12x16 foot rectangular patio (192 sq ft) typically costs $4,800-$9,600 installed
and provides enough space for a 4-person dining set plus circulation. A 12x20 foot patio (240 sq ft) runs $6,000-
$12,000 installed and accommodates both dining and seating areas. These sizes work well on typical Vancouver

narrow lots (33-foot frontage) while leaving space for landscaping and side access.
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Consider your sight lines from inside the house. Rectangular patios that align with your main living areas
(kitchen, family room, dining room) create better visual flow and make the indoor and outdoor spaces feel

connected. This is especially important on narrow lots where every square foot of visual space matters.

Professional installation is recommended for narrow lot patios because drainage design, proper excavation in
tight spaces, and material access can be challenging. Contractors experienced with Vancouver's narrow lots know
how to work around basement windows, utility lines, and limited truck access while ensuring proper base

preparation and compaction.

Need help finding an interlock installer experienced with narrow Vancouver lots? Vancouver Interlock can match

you with contractors who specialize in maximizing outdoor space on challenging urban properties.

Q20
How do you integrate a paver patio with an existing deck in Vancouver?

Integrating a paver patio with an existing deck creates a seamless indoor-outdoor living space that's
particularly valuable in Metro Vancouver, where homeowners want to maximize usable outdoor space
despite the rainy climate. The key is establishing proper elevation transitions, drainage coordination, and visual
flow between the two surfaces.

The most critical consideration is elevation management between the deck and patio. Your deck height
determines the patio design approach. If your deck is 18-24 inches above grade, you can build the paver patio at
ground level and connect them with paver or natural stone steps. For decks 6-12 inches high, you might build a
raised paver patio on a thicker compacted base to minimize the elevation difference. The goal is creating a

comfortable transition that doesn't require a large step down from the deck to the patio.

Drainage coordination is absolutely essential in Metro Vancouver's wet climate. The patio must slope away
from both the house and the deck structure at minimum 2% grade (1/4 inch per foot). This prevents water from
pooling against the deck footings or flowing back toward the house foundation. Install a perforated drain pipe along
the deck perimeter if the patio will be built up close to the deck structure. The drain should outlet to daylight or
connect to your storm drain system. Never allow patio drainage to flow under the deck where it can saturate the sail

around footings.

Material selection should complement your deck while considering Metro Vancouver's moss and algae
challenges. If you have a cedar deck, warm-toned concrete pavers or natural BC basalt create beautiful harmony.

Textured paver surfaces provide better slip resistance during the October-to-March rainy season. Choose pavers
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with good drainage characteristics - avoid completely smooth surfaces that become slippery when wet. Polymeric
sand is essential for joint stability in this climate, and plan for periodic moss treatment on both the deck and patio

surfaces.

Construction sequencing matters significantly. Build the patio after the deck is complete to ensure proper
elevation coordination. Excavate carefully around existing deck footings - you'll typically need 6-8 inches of
compacted gravel base plus 2 inches of bedding sand. Use hand tools near footings to avoid disturbing the deck
foundation. Install geotextile fabric between the clay subgrade (common in Metro Vancouver) and the gravel base

to prevent soil migration.

Visual integration techniques include extending the patio beyond the deck footprint to create defined outdoor
rooms, using similar colour palettes between deck stain and paver selection, and incorporating planters or retaining
walls that tie the two levels together. Consider adding a pergola or overhead structure that spans both the deck and

patio to unify the spaces.

Professional installation is strongly recommended for deck-patio integration projects. The elevation
coordination, drainage design around existing footings, and structural considerations require experience. Mistakes
in drainage or excavation near deck footings can undermine the deck structure. A typical 400 sq ft paver patio
integrated with an existing deck runs $8,000-$15,000 installed, including steps, drainage, and any required

retaining elements.

When to Hire a Pro: Always hire professionals for projects involving excavation near deck footings, complex
drainage coordination, or retaining walls needed to manage elevation changes. The structural integrity of your deck

and proper water management are too important to risk with DIY installation.

Disclaimer: This guide is provided for informational purposes only by Vancouver Interlock. It does not constitute professional
advice. Always consult qualified, licensed contractors and your local building authority before starting any interlock or paving
project. Information is current as of March 15, 2026 and may change. Visit vancouverinterlock.com for the latest answers.
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